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Compatibility

It is important to make sure that computer hardware and software are compatible so that things work the way they should.

Operating Systems

The operating system is in charge of starting up a machine and managing its functions. It could be regarded as the most important piece of software on a computer as it acts as the interface between the user and the computer hardware. The most common operating system is Microsoft Windows, but others include Linux and Mac OS.

Software designed to run on Mac OS usually won’t work a PC running Windows (and vice versa).

PC v Mac

The two main types of computer that we come across in work or at home will usually be a PC or an Apple Macintosh (also known as a Mac) computer. These not only run different operating systems (as above) they also have different hardware.

· A laptop computer can be either a PC or a Mac.

· Software designed to run one type of machine will, in most cases, not run on the other type.

Printers

Sometimes compatibility issues can arise when printing. To print successfully:

· A piece of software called a driver must first be installed on your machine

· Printer must be connected with the correct cable. Modern printers are connected with a USB cable, however some older printers are connected via a parallel port. Sometimes laptop computers do not come with a parallel port and only have a USB connection.

Different versions of the same software

· Software designed to run on the brand the new version of Windows, Windows Vista, will probably not be compatible to run on an early version of Windows, such as Windows 95.

· Some machines also will not be capable of running a new version of software if they are not powerful enough to run it. For example, an old PC with a slow processor and a small amount of RAM will not be compatible with the new version of Microsoft Office software.

Compatibility Standards

Although computer manufacturers are in competition with each other they need to make sure that their software and hardware is compatible with each other. Most people will not readily buy equipment that is not compatible with other equipment.
